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WASHINGTON -—Following is the transcript
of President Eisenhower's news conference
yesterday: .

THE PRESIDENT: Good morning, ladies
and gentlemen. Please sit down. ]

I just had a message from Walter Reed,
said that the Becretary was doing very well
indeed and that—had reacted beautitully to this
new treatment that they are—or this special
‘treaiment they gave him yesterday.

SAC Planes on Ground Alert

Q—(Merriman 8mith, United Press Interna.
tional): Mr. President, sir, against the back-
ground of continuing tension between thé East
and West, could we ask, for a moment, about
the debated need for increasing the defense
atrength of this country?

I ask specifically, sir, whether you feel that
the present 15-minute ground alert for S8AC is
sufficient, or would you prefer, in times such
as these, to have an airborne alert?

President’s NV |

TH® PRESINFNT: Well pa T think the
Smiln, 1rrom ume W ums, KINY 8 me wWith
questions which we’d both been familiar in {he
past. I don't think I ever asked him as a
permanent advisor, at least I don't recall it if
1 did, Mr. Reston. And it has not been sug-
gested at this moment.

First Blow in War

Q—(Garnett D. Horner, Washington Star):
Mr. President, this question arises, sir, from
a statement by Secretary of Defense McElroy
in testimony hefore a Houge committee Mon.
day—that, while 1t s stil] our policy not to
strike the first blow ir any possible future war,
whether that is always true in the future s
another matter.

Could you say if you can foresee any cir-
cumstances in which we might, 80 to speak,
strike the first blow against a possible ag-
gressor? .

THE PRESIDENT: No, Mr. Horner. This is
why, I wili discuss that for & moment in this
tashion: The right ot self-preservation ig
as instinctive and natural for a nation. as it is
for the individual. Therefore, if we know we

as would be evidenced by missiles or planes
coming in our direction, then we have to act
just as rapidly as is posaible, humanly pos.
sible to detend ourselves.

But when you go beyond that point, I don't
know exactly what this conversstion meant,
for the simple reason that I'm quite sure the
Congress is not thinking of amending the Con.
stitution and putting in the hands of the Presi-
dent the right to declare war. This is a Con-
gressional function and it must be observed.
But I do point out that when you have got
certain circumstances that put your lite or
could put your life or the Nation's life right
at stake, then there is no time and whatever
wc;uld be neceszary, the President would then
arder.

Now, you know I'm~I'm certainly far from
2 complacent person. On the other hand, I
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first time in the company’s 56-year history. The
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important part of company operations, the of-
ficials noted. Almost 23% of 1958 sales

stemmed from products developed and mar-
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ot thia .x\:;:‘m,,, 2 ‘:".'.l keted in the last five years. Among recent
cLarge v . ‘,.‘.r"qg developments is a thermo-eclectric generator,

which converts heat from a radioactive source
inte electricity, for possible use in missiles,
“with greater efficiency than previously
achieved.”

The officials said, ‘‘while this device had
been termed a breakthrough in some areas
and offers immediate use in the missile and
rocket fields, we believe that much remains to
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: Capital expenditures for 1959 are estimated
ta’ @ 2t $20 million, most of which will go for pro-
A af grams authorized or under way. A major pro-
Ject nearing complation is & graphic .products
laboratory nesar 8t. Paul. Projects completed
last year include s sales office and warehouse
“# ¢'in St. Louis, modernization and expansion of
*. ° factlities at Hartford City, Ind., and a pilot
“#trs¥s plant for the production of ceramic fuel ele-
ments for nuclear power reactors at Chat-
tanocoga, Tenn. '
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